
DRAFT MINUTES 
Vershire Development Board of Adjustment (DBA) Public Hearing 

Saturday, August 23, 2025 at 10:00 a.m. 
Town Center,  27 Vershire Center Rd, Vershire VT 

Present: Gregory Wilson. Co-Chair; Eleanor Zue, Co-Chair; Aaron Hoopes, Development 
Administrator; Helen Wilson, DBA Secretary; William M. Carroll, Appellant, Gene Craft, Town Clerk; 
Amy Record, Selectboard member; Vern Stone, Selectboard member; Interested Persons: Bobbie 
Mudge, P. Mudge, Taylor Parker, Jessica Eaton, Earl Robinson; Laurie Snyder. 

Co-Chair Gregory Wilson called the Public Hearing to order, 10:10 a.m.

Approved the draft Hearing’s Agenda, Gregory Moved, Eleanor seconded, passed.

Introduction & Presentation of Hearing Procedure by Gregory. Question of whether or not there is a
quorum. There are 3 members of the DBA: Gregory, Eleanor, and Seann Cram. 2 members does 
constitute a quorum

Open the Public Hearing regarding an Appeal of the Development Administrator’s (DA) Notice of 
Violation (NoV) dated June 17, 2025, issued to William M. Carroll. The Appellant acknowledged 
receipt of the NoV, and filed an Appeal with the Town Clerk on June 24, 2025. 

Development Administrator Aaron Hoopes read the Notice of Violation into the record, and it is made 
part of these minutes, along with photos of the violating solid waste dumped on Mr. Carroll's property.. 
Aaron also presented updated photos taken August 22, 2025, showing the current extent of the waste 
dumping.

Aaron pointed out that since the letter was sent on June 17, 67 days have elapsed, resulting in a fine of 
$6,700. If no action has been taken by the end of the year, December 31, 2025, the total fines will be 
$19,700. At that time the town of Vershire has the option of doubling the fines to $200. per day. If the 
property is cleaned up, the town has the option to reduce or eliminate the fines.

Swearing in of  Interested Parties, who wish to present oral testimony.

First Witness: William Carroll, appellant, read a prepared statement, in which he maintains he is 
constrained by a Vermont Superior Civil court order from approaching the property of Earl Robinson, 
and therefore cannot remove the waste. He stated his desire to have the matter referred to the Vermont 
Superior Court Environmental Division. He expressed dissatisfaction with the response of the Town 
Clerk when he visited the Town Office.

Second Witness: Dr. Mudge, neighbor, stated that this has been a long-standing problem, and the trash 
has been accumulating, including a large trailer recently added to the piles.

Third Witness: Gene Craft, Town Clerk, stated that Mr. Carroll was unhappy that he received notice of
the Hearing less than 2 weeks beforehand, so Gene explained that the time is counted from when the 
notice was mailed, not from when he picked up his mail.

Fourth Witness: Taylor Parker, neighbor, spoke to the negative effect of driving past all the trash every
day. It had a negative effect on his desire to live in Vershire.



Fifth Witness: Bobbie Mudge, neighbor, testified to the nuisance of the trash and other negative 
behaviors, such as obscene signs and excessive noise. It makes her fearful of having her grandchildren 
with her.

Sixth Witness: Jessica Eaton, Earl Robinson's sister, disputed the fact that Mr. Carroll cannot approach
the boundary to remove the trash. She said her brother would be happy to have him be there to take 
away the trash. She expressed concern about where the trash will end up.

Seventh Witness: Earl Robinson, neighbor, said that he stated in court that he was fine with Mr. 
Carroll's coming to the boundary to clean up the trash. He expressed gratitude for the Town's help with 
the problem and to everyone who attended the Hearing.

Eighth Witness: Amy Record, Selectboard member, stated she has viewed and inspected the property 
and can vouch for the problem. She expressed gratitude for the Planning Commission's taking up the 
problem. 

Gregory described the next steps in the process. The DBA has 45 days to make a decision on the 
Appeal, and will mail copies of the decision to all interested parties. Mr. Carroll will then have an 
option to appeal to the Environmental Court.

Closed the Public Hearing.
 
Entered Deliberative Session.
 
Exited Deliberative Session and issued instructions to the Development Administrator.
 
Adjourned 10:49 a.m.

The following pages contain the Letter of Violation, 3 pages of pictures from June, and 2 pages of 
pictures from August 22.
















