Vershire Cemetery Trustee Meeting June 12, 2025, Vershire Town Center

The meeting came to order at 2:05.    Present: Peggy Darrow, Eleanor Zue, Rita French

Old Business
Tree cutting at the South Vershire (Mountain Ash) and Vershire Center Cemetery
With Rita and Peggy, Owen Wagner of Wagner's Tree Care visited the South Vershire Cemetery and with Peggy, the Vershire Center Cemetery, and marked trees that in his view need to be removed.  He has sent us an estimate for this work:  $8395 to "Remove various trees flagged at South and Center Vershire Cemeteries. Leave stumps cut low. Remove resulting debris from site."    We discussed this estimate which falls within our expectations, and are pleased but have two concerns that need to be addressed.  When Mr. Wagner spoke with Peggy at the Center Cemetery he said that in view of all the work that needed to be done there, he thought he would cut back some on the work at the South Vershire cemetery.  So we would like to clarify what trees he intends to cut there.  Secondly, considering that we have had trouble in the past getting tree cutters to repair damages to gravestones, we would like a written guarantee from him to repair any damage. With those provisos we voted unanimously to accept his proposal.

Memorial Day.  Despite the constant rain, Mark and his crew did manage to get all three cemeteries mowed before Memorial Day and we, with the help of Maria Koehler and her daughters, placed new flags on the veterans' graves. Maria Koehler and her crew put the flags in the Village Cemetery.  She discovered a veteran's grave that was not on our list, L17.5 George Church.  It turns out Eleanor had already found this and has been putting a flag there.  We have now added Mr. Church to the veteran roster for this cemetery.  Rita decorated the South Vershire Cemetery and Peggy did the Center Cemetery. Eleanor noted that there were many flowers left on graves in the Village Cemetery, testimony that it was well visited. 
	The flag count is now 77: Village Cemetery 44; Center Cemetery 13; South Vershire Cemetery 20.  Unfortunately, this means that a gross of flags is not enough for two years.   Peggy collected the old flags, gave the ones in good condition to Steve Ward for the fire department and took the damaged ones to Nelson's hardware in Barre where they have a deposit for flags to be disposed of properly.

Gary Goodrich's gravestone photos:  Peggy made copies of Gary's photos of the graves in the Davis Norris cemetery and the Smith Hill Cemetery and returned the photos to Gary.  He says that West Fairlee's Historical Society has some old photos of the Catholic Cemetery graves that show graves that have now disappeared. We should see these.

Bedell plot fence, South Vershire Cemetery. Rita found pictures of the Bedell plot from 2001 that shows a fence along the back of the plot and the sides.  She estimates that we have enough fence posts and planks left to put a 22' fence along the back and 14' fences along the sides, very similar to what was there 25 years ago.  We don't know when the fence was dismantled.  
	We also are not sure how many burials there are in this plot. Gene found record of burial of a son in the 1960s whose name is not on the grave stone. The grave stone  records the burial of Mary Bedell in 1936 and projects the burial of her husband Andrew.  His obituary gives the date of his death as 1940 but the gravestone records only 19--. 

New Business:
[bookmark: _GoBack]Smith Hill Cemetery:  Peggy  received a phone call (voice mail) from Kristin McRae (?)  a daughter of Aldo Clark, asking about this cemetery on his land, land that is now for sale.   She wanted to know who has a right to go to the cemetery, how often, etc.  She then called Rita.  This cemetery is not a town cemetery and we, the cemetery trustees do not have jurisdiction over it.  Descendants of those buried there have a right to visit it, but the most recent burial there is 1847.  Anyone else would need the landowner's permission.  Over the years, Mr. Clark did some basic maintenance and the Cemetery Trustees from time to time also worked there; Rita and Gary Goodrich remember erecting a fence in the 1990s.  However Mrs. McRae (if that is her name) needs to check the deeds, and also ask her father.  

Cremation Burial in the Village Cemetery:  Peggy received a call from Dennis Cilley of the Boardway and Cilley funeral home in Chelsea.  He was planning a cremation burial of Betty Craig in the Village cemetery.  This is lot  L35.1 with a gravestone already in place listing her husband Larry buried in 1990 and her name as well.  The burial, to include a small service, was to held on Monday June 9.  Peggy got in touch with Mark so that he would not be mowing that day.  We assume the burial took place although Eleanor has not seen any evidence of it.

 Our next meeting will be on July 10th (2nd Thursday). 
The meeting adjourned at 3:00 as we were being overrun by preparations for a last-day-of-school barbecue.

Respectfully submitted;
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Margaret H. Darrow
Vershire Cemetery Trustee
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