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I M P O R T AN T
DATES:

June 29
Energy Committee

the Vershire Day Schedule
At the Church-Orr House:


MIV Shop/Library opens at 10am on the lawn of the Church Orr

House for the Book, Bake, and Plant Sale!
At the Town Center:


Historical Society Wing will be open during the day.



CHICKEN BBQ dinner by the Vershire Fire and Rescue:
3:00pm—6:00pm





Music:


Samantha Moffat 3:30—5:30



The Pillsbury Slow Boys (Blues) 7:30 to fireworks!

FIREWORKS!! At dusk at the Town Center.
Bring a blanket and enjoy the show!

July 3 (Sat)
VERSHIRE DAY!
Town Office Open
July 6
Selectboard Mtg
July 14
Planning Comm.
Mtg
July 20
Selectboard Mtg
Aug 2-6
Community Camp
August 4
Selectboard Mtg
August 11
Planning Comm.
August 17
Selectboard Mtg
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Vershire Fire & Rescue

D

inner and Fireworks July 3: Join your friends and neighbors this
coming Saturday, July 3 at Vershire Day. Once again Vershire Fire
and Rescue will be offering a delicious chicken BBQ, to eat on-site
(outside, under the tent) or take-out, from 3:00–6:00. In addition to a
half chicken, each meal includes a choice of homemade green and deli
salads, homemade pie (wide variety available) and lemonade. The famous Vershire fireworks begin at dusk. Bring all your friends and family.

VerShare Welcomes You Back to the Church Orr House!

J

oin us on Vershire Day, Saturday, July 3rd starting at 10am on the lawn of the Church Orr House for
Our Book, Bake, and Plant Sale! Look for the Inspired Coffee Bar great coffee to go with those baked
goodies! If you have plants to donate or enjoy baking for a good cause, please, drop them off on the
porch Friday, July 2nd or Saturday morning.
Explore the Church-Orr House


New Vershire folks are welcome to come and find out what VerShare is about and explore the treasures
and opportunities that the Church-Orr House provides. Please come.



Tired of the same old bedtime stories? Get restocked with a few choices from our Library - open Saturday
mornings 10-1.



The MIV Shop is open Saturday mornings, come in and check-out the many crafts and local meats available. Due to the small space a mask may be healthful and is recommended.

VerShare Community Camp is August 2-6, 2021
A long standing community supported day camp, is tuition FREE for all children age 5 -12. Camper Registration
Packets are available now at vershare.org. Registration closes July 2nd. Counselor-in-Training information
and camp applications are also still available. CITs are 13-15 years old.
New porch is coming in August-September!
Over the last few years, we have made investments to improve the climate footprint of the Church Orr House.
The need for better building access was identified in that process and, subsequently, funds were raised to redesign and replace the front entry porch. Construction of the new porch will begin in August. We will be asking for
volunteers to help in some key areas. Watch for more information in late July.
Vershare is a community supported 501(c)(3), non-profit organization.

Vershire Food Shelf
Helping Hands

F

or the past year, the Vershire Food Shelf, working out of the Town Center and
operated by VerShare’s Helping Hands Committee, is continuing to provide food
for a dozen or so local families, serving a total of 90 individuals a month. Food is
donated by Willing Hands, the Vermont Food Bank, and local citizens.
In addition, thanks to generous donations from local citizens and grants from
Ben&Jerry's, the Vermont Food Bank, and the A M Lindsay Trust, we were also able
to buy a new commercial size refrigerator, a small freezer, and build permanent
shelving for food in the back storage room.
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Vershire Town Garage
Developing the Sargent Property

A

well-functioning municipal garage facility is essential
to everyday living; the mobility of every person that lives
in town depends on the timely care of its road system and that
care begins with a functioning municipal garage.
Vershire’s current town garage was built in 1969 on the bank
of a headwater tributary of the Ompompanoosuc River. It has
seen over 50 years of continual service. Over the years, as
the needs of the town roads increased, the sizes and types of
necessary equipment have also grown. The current town garage is small, with two bays, and only a 30 x 60 dimension – it
just cannot house the equipment required to operate a modern
highway maintenance operation. Because it is so small, the
health and safety of the highway crew working inside the building on the trucks and other equipment is ever at risk. There is
no potable water source, nor does it have a septic system, or a
separate office space. The insulation in the walls has failed
and the floors are cracked, dropping away from the walls. The
floor under the bay doors is so cracked and uneven, the doors
are unable to seal tightly against the cold of our New England
winters.
The existing garage is sandwiched on a narrow lot between
the town road and the edge of the embankment with no room
for expansion. Built on the edge of a stream, the building was
very nearly a casualty of the flooding during Tropical Storm
Irene in 2011. That storm undermined the building’s location
on the streambank and, in the storm’s aftermath, the bank had
to be rebuilt and fortified with riprap to hold it in place. That
was ten years ago.
Discussion of a replacement dates back over 20 years, with

several failed attempts to purchase property. In 2010, after
having an energy audit, the cost of retrofitting the existing
building was determined to be more expensive than the building of a new garage and so a search for suitable, buildable
land was renewed. In 2011, the town closed on a piece of
property on which it hoped to build a garage. The Selectboard
met with the then head of the Vermont Agency of Natural Resources, and before the purchase ANR staff said it could be
built on that site with little trouble. However, after the purchase
and a further review, coupled with state rule changes in the
wake of Tropical Storm Irene, a critical part of the property was
reclassified as protected wetland (although it was a hayfield
and had been in agriculture for years). There was not enough
space with the wetland for a municipal highway facility to be
built. The search was then continued for a more suitable property. Over the years, there were several other attempts to
close on other pieces but these left the market before we could
muster the blessing of the townspeople. After many years
and numerous attempts to purchase a suitable building site,
the town closed on an 11.25 acre property in 2019. The town
now has the space on which to construct a modern maintenance facility with room for expansion in the future.
The Planning Process: Our Project is Shovel Ready.
The planned project is for a 50 x 100, four bay building, with a
modern storm water control system, a potable well, full septic,
with modern lighting. It will be built with energy efficient systems and equipment, radiant floor heat, internet access and
with enough room for future on site expansion. In 2019, the
(Continued on page 7)

Wild Chervil—is taking over roadsides, field, pastures and woodland edges in Vermont. It’s the tall white
flower common on roadways right now. It looks like a Queen Anne’s Lace but blooms earlier. Dark green ferny
rosettes first thing in the spring shoot up into branching flowering stalks by mid-May. By June, millions of seeds
are forming. Blooms mid-May to mid-June in VT. Quickly forms dense stands that choke out other vegetation. It
is particularly damaging to forage crops (i.e. hay)
How can you help eliminate this pest? Wild chervil is very difficult to eradicate because it has a very long taproot. However, mowing before seed is set will eliminate seed propagation but have no impact on vegetative
spread from root buds. Mowing can deplete root reserves if done repeatedly before the plant sets seed. So,
please, get out there and cut down the chervil on your property before it sets seed, which is very soon!

Wild or Poison Parsnip — Just starting to bloom now. It has pale yellow blossoms that also resem-

ble Queen Anne’s Lace in shape. This plant spreads like crazy and is also difficult to control. It is also potentially dangerous, as some people are sensitive to the touch of the leaves and soon develop a rash if their skin contacts the leaves or plant sap in the presence of sunlight. Wild parsnip is most irritating at the time of flowering.
The plant can be pulled safely on cloudy days, with gloves and long sleeves. The State of Vermont allows disposal of invasive plants in household trash. Please help control this pest by digging up individual plants, being
sure to get the whole taproot, or if the infestation is widespread, mow it before it seeds.
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Notes and news from town Officers
bother us as much as they did before.
Let’s hope.

Notes from Selectboard Emeritus,
Marc McKee—June, 2021

On a final note, could the isolation we
endured be responsible for some of
the fine work sprucing up properties
around the town? Many places have
taken on a really nice shine lately.
And, even given that summer’s greenery enhances the beauty of Vermont all
around us, some people have definitely gone the extra mile. Kudos to those
folks - they serve as a reminder that
our town is an attractive place to live,
with a character of its own. Thanks to
all for all you do.

This has been a long time coming, but
it looks like we can begin to exhale regarding the virus. Of course, being
Vermonters, we also can take some satisfaction for leading the fight against
it. However, the experts tell us that it
may not be entirely gone as new variants continue to develop and they may
return in the coming fall and winter.
There’s 20% to go still. C’mon folks,
let’s keep pushing. We sure wouldn’t
want to do this again, would we?
Now we can celebrate our success with
a great return to Vershire Day on July
3, and not a moment too soon. It
seems that one benefit of our 15
month isolation is that people discovered the joys of nice conversation. Did
you notice that, during the quarantine,
having a conversation seemed a more
pleasant experience? Things that might
have been said in a few minutes got
stretched out to much longer exchanges. One theory is that this extended
contact was a form of reassurance that
we were still here, and that others
were also.
If anyone ever read Bill Peet’s wonderful children’s story, “The Wump
World,” we would be the Wumps who
had to hide underground as the
“Pollutions” ravaged their world above.
And, after the Pollutions had done
their damage, they took off to search
for another planet to wreck, allowing
the Wumps to come up and out, to survey the destruction. The happy ending
was that there were still some elemental life forms that endured, which
gave hope that things would get back
to normal. So, we also endured our
time “underground” and now we can
celebrate normality again. And, with
our sense of reality now adjusted by
the virus, maybe another benefit is
that some of the old problems won’t

Marc McKee
Note—Selectboard Meetings:
The Selectboard is now offering the public
a hybrid option for attending bi-weekly
Selectboard meetings. Going forward
there will be an in-person option to attend
meetings, along with the option to attend
virtually through Zoom (for the in-person
option at meetings, if you have travelled
or are experiencing cold or flu-like symptoms, please plan to wear a mask or, better yet, stay at home and participate via
Zoom!). Guidelines for attending inperson, inside events or gatherings, can be
found on the VT Department of Health
website. So, again:


If you are experiencing Covid-like
symptoms, attend meetings via Zoom.



If you are not vaccinated, wear a mask.

From the Clerk/Treasurer
Covid-19:
When the State of Vermont reached the
80% benchmark for getting Vermonters
vaccinated for Covid-19, the state of emergency health order was lifted, along with
Covid-19 restrictions. None the less, our
State Health Officials are still telling us
(Continued on page 5)
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(Continued from page 4)

that we are not yet out of the woods. There
are still pockets of unvaccinated Vermonters across the state, and risk from the
spreading Covid variants remain. These
risks are especially high for those who remain unvaccinated, or cannot be vaccinated
due to health considerations. Even if you
are vaccinated, there is still a small risk of
contracting Covid-19 so maintaining some
caution is still be in order.
Office Hours:
The Town Office is open for regular office
hours (Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday
8:30-4:30, closed 12-1). Saturday office
hours (9:00am-12:00pm) on the first Saturday of the month will resume Saturday, July
3, 2021. If you have not yet been vaccinated against the Covid-19 coronavirus, wear a
mask when inside the Town Office. Also,
you should postpone your visit if you are
having Covid-like symptoms. There are
many things that can be taken care of over
the phone and curbside service is available.
All title research is by appointment only!
Voting:
To be eligible to register to vote in Vermont
a person must:


be a citizen of the United States;



a resident of Vermont and a resident of
the town in which you apply to be added
to the checklist;



taken, or have previously taken, the Voter's Oath



be 18 years on or before the date of a
general election may register and vote in
the primary election immediately preceding that general election

If you are registering for the first time in
Vermont using the Federal Voting Assistance Program's Federal Postcard Application or another form not specific to Vermont, you must take the Voter's Oath. The
Vermont voter registration form and the
FVAP instructions contain the voter's oath
that must be taken.

Any person meeting the requirements
above who will be 18 on or before the date
of a general election may register and vote
in the primary election immediately preceding that general election.
Property Taxes:
This year, at Vershire’s Annual Town Meeting, held in April, the voters of the town
approved a split tax due date for the payment of property taxes in the year FY21-22.
Property taxes will be due both on the first
Thursday in September (September 2, 2021)
and the first Thursday in February
(February 3, 2022) at the close of business
that day. The total tax due will be split into
two equal payments. Your tax bill will have
two tabs, one for each payment! Please tear
off and include each tab with its proper
payment. There is always the option of
paying both payments all at once, on or before the first due date in September. If you
opt to pay both payments on the September
due date, please send both tabs with your
payment. You can also opt to pay multiple
payments over time. Non-payment of the
first installment by the due date will result
in interest charges so please remember to
send payment before the due date! U.S.
Postal Service postmarks count (if they are
legible) but dropping your tax payment in
the drop box at the Town Office after it is
closed on the due date does not count and
your payment will be late.
Tax bills should go out in late July, depending on when we receive the education tax
rate from the State Agency of Education and
the Selectboard meets to set the Municipal
Tax Rate for the town.
If you have questions, I can usually be
reached by email (clerktreasurer@vershirevt.org) or at the Town
office on Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday,
8:30-4:30pm.
The office number is
(802) 685-2227.
Website:
https://www.vershirevt.org
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V

Vershire Community Camp
ershire Community Camp 2021 will be at the Town Center Building, Aug 2-6, 2021, for campers ages 5y
-12y. You can find more information and applications online at https://www.vershare.org

Vershire Town Energy Committee

P

er vote at the 2020 Town Meeting, the Vershire Selectboard has recently appointed Pat Barnes, Neil
Hochstedler, David Hooke, Richard Jayne, Peet Pearson, Andy Wasserman and Justin Will to the Vershire Town Energy Committee, with a goal to "gather information and ideas for achieving town-wide net
zero greenhouse emissions by 2030" The group has met twice so far; gathering data on current energy use,
providing information and conducting weatherization training are some of their initiatives. The Energy Committee will have an information table at Vershire Day along with the Town Center Building and Recreation
Committees.

Vershire Town Center Committee

T

his spring the Vershire Selectboard created the Vershire Town Center Committee whose first job
along with a number of other Vershire volunteers was to clean up the grounds, fix the picnic tables,
and clean up inside the building to get ready for Vershire Day. A cool sunny morning and lots of hands
made the job easy.
The Town Center Committee's next job is to make a recommendation to the Selectmen as to what needs to
be done to the building and grounds to make them more usable by the community. Working with the Vershire Recreation Committee, it will be asking the community for ideas, exploring ways to update the rental
process, and finding out what sort of events the larger community is interested in. With this in mind, there
will be an information table for the Town Center Building Committee (along with the Town Energy and Recreation Committees) upstairs on Vershire Day. People will be able to leave their comments and/or ideas
regarding the uses of the Town Center Building.
Please feel free to contact any of the members of the Town Center Committee with your ideas: Nick Bennett, Caro Bick, Susanne Gauthier, Gary Goodrich, Tonya Gunn, Reva Seybolt, and Nicole White-Fogarty.

Vershire Recreational Committee

D

o you have ideas of recreational activities and
programs that you would like to see happen in
our town? Maybe a card night to play cribbage or
pitch. Why not offer sporting programs for
our children to be outside and play on our great
community field or even during the winter months
skate at our very own outdoor skate rink.

est programs. We had our first informational meeting earlier this month and our next meeting will be
on July 20th, at 6:00 PM at the Vershire Town Center.
If you are interested in becoming a member, volunteering or providing ideas of activities, please stop
by the Recreation Committee table at Vershire Day
or please feel free to contact

The Vershire Select Board has approved the formation of the Vershire Recreation Committee. We
Ken Bushey-kbushey@vershirevt.org or Mike Gunnwill be working hand and hand with the Vershire
mikegunn5096@gmail.com.
Town Center Committee to provide community inter-
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the Vershire Town Garage, Con’t

(Continued from page 3)

town hired the Civil Engineering Firm of Krebs & Lansing,
out of Colchester, Vermont, to develop a site plan for the
garage property. Their site plan is on our website. Also in
2019 and 2020, Arrowwood Environmental performed the
state required wetlands delineation survey of the property
(this is shown on the civil engineering site plan, as well).
Existing conditions on the property had already impacted
the edge of a small wetland and though our new construction will not remedy the impacts, it will not greatly enlarge
that impact either. Throughout 2019 and into 2020, the
town had meetings with Arrowwood, Julie Follansbee of the
Vermont ANR, Wetlands Division, and Greg Dixson, our
civil engineer from Krebs & Lansing to review and develop
the town site plans. In 2020, the town hired M&S Soils to
perform a required geotechnical study to verify the condition
and variation of the onsite soils, making certain it would be
safe to build on the site. That report is also on our website.
With the help of Krebs & Lansing and Arrowwood Environmental, the town has in hand all of its required permits (both
storm water and wetland permits).

en the need.
Drastic increase in costs: The town’s representatives
have been in discussion regarding the long-term financing
of this project with both the Vermont Bond Bank and the
Mascoma Bank, originally seeking financing for up to
$950,000. But the recent skyrocketing cost of basic building materials, due in part to the unprecedented disruption in
building material supply chains, has dramatically changed
this equation. Currently, due this increase in building materials, cost estimates for this project have increased by more
than 150%, increasing the estimated cost of this project
from around $1,000,000 to more than $2,500,000. Needless to say, the garage will not be built this year.
The Search for Other Funding Sources: Land and Water
Conservation funding allowed the town to build the playing
field at the Town Center in the early 1980s, and a playground in 2004. Since then, there has been no federal aid
for our local infrastructure.

The town has scoured the programs of the State of Vermont and applied for Federal Budget Earmark money to
help build our town garage. The town would like to build a
Coe & Coe Architecture has worked with the town for a final facility that is not merely adequate, but can truly be an inbuilding design. Coe & Coe designed a town garage for the vestment that will pay off in low operating costs and the
Town of Glover, Vermont, in 2015. The Selectboard and
health and safety of the workers. The town would further
Garage Committee visited the Glover facility in early 2020, like to create the facility in a way that both uses local mateand found the design would suit us well. Our building derials and reduces the carbon footprint of construction.
sign, based on the one in Glover, is on the website, too.
The town just formed a Town Energy Committee with a
In addition, the State of Vermont is strongly recommending strong representation of contractors, engineers, and entrethat all towns work toward creating covered storage for their preneurs. This group is keen and ready to help the Selectsand and salt. These covered sheds have the obvious ben- board develop the most environmentally robust building
efits of preventing erosion and runoff of this expensive
possible in hopes that it can serve as a model for other
sand, and preventing the waste and hazard of frozen sand municipal facilities in the region. The desired choices piles in winter. The new site will readily accommodate this around insulation/air sealing, air handling, heating,
additional structure, and a preliminary design is in hand. By wastewater handling, solar utility - may initially be more
moving the entire operation to higher ground the town gains expensive, but would pay off in drastically reduced operatmore room and operational advantage, giving the road crew ing costs into the future. Federal support would allow more
a better location from which to operate.
latitude to adopt the very best of current practices and create the regional model that we hope this can be. We will
Urgency of Need: The current garage is an extreme
keep looking.
health and safety hazard. The highway crew sometimes
find it difficult comply with OSHA regulations for maintaining Conclusion: Circumstances, most beyond our control,
a safe working environment due to the physical space con- have caused delays and drastic cost increases in this vital
straints within the building. Meanwhile the site is at serious project. Considering what the town has accomplished over
risk of flooding and the potential for contamination of down- that last two years, even in the face of the Covid -19 panstream areas is great. Fuel tanks, the sand pile, salt shed, demic, we are pleased with where we stand. Although this
and chloride tanks and many other pieces of equipment are project is urgently needed, and is now fully planned and
all in the potential path of a flood, and Tropical Storm Irene fully permitted, we are just going to have to outwait the
revealed just how real this threat is. Sand and salt are
astronomical cost increases in material supply and attempt
already regularly leaching into the brook. However, the
to move forward in 2022.
State of Vermont has no funding program sufficient to less-
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The New Colossus
Not like the brazen giant of Greek fame,

"Keep, ancient lands, your storied pomp!" cries she

With conquering limbs astride from land to land;

With silent lips. "Give me your tired, your poor,

Here at our sea-washed, sunset gates shall stand

Your huddled masses yearning to breathe free,

A mighty woman with a torch, whose flame

The wretched refuse of your teeming shore.

Is the imprisoned lightning, and her name

Send these, the homeless, tempest-tost to me,

MOTHER OF EXILES. From her beacon-hand

I lift my lamp beside the golden door!"

Glows world-wide welcome; her mild eyes command

by Emma Lazarus

The air-bridged harbor that twin cities frame.

