
Vershire Selectboard minutes for 2/23/21 DRAFT 

In attendance (via Zoom); Vernal Stone-Chair, Ken Bushey, Gene Craft-Admin. Asst., 

Debra Kingsbury-Sec’y. Guests: Ethel Pike, Earl Robinson, Tonya Gunn, Nicole White-

Fogarty, Naomi LaBarr-Del. Tax Col., Reva Seybolt (joined at 7:29)    

Vernal Stone called the meeting to order at 7:04pm. The Chair and Craft reviewed the 

agenda and Craft asked that the following items be added: Brief discussion on tax due 

dates and discussion on Selectboard appointees. 

First item of business was to review the Rules and procedures structured at the 

previous meeting, 2/16/21. Stone made the motion to adopt the rules and procedures as 

written. Bushey seconded and all were in favor. 

Gunn came in on behalf of Helping Hands a division of VerShare to discuss the Friday 

Food-shelf. She stated that along with Seybolt they were completing the 

application/requirements to partner with the VT Foodbank network to be able to offer a 

wider variety of food, and that the Food-bank delivers monthly to the network providers. 

Gunn stated that Helping Hands was going to be a recipient of two grants: one from Ben 

& Jerry’s in the amount of $2000 and one from the VT Food-bank for $1500. Gunn 

stated that the group would like to use these funds towards a commercial refrigerator 

(approx. 42 sq. ft. capacity) and install in the Town Center Building kitchen. She added 

that it would also work well for both summer camp and community lunch needs. Gunn 

asked if the two existing refrigerators could be removed, allowing space for the new 

commercial refrigerator and that a different outlet would be required for that appliance. 

She also stated that the Food-shelf would need a small freezer which they would 

purchase from the grant funds, and asked if that could be placed/plugged in the back 

storage room. Craft stated that some rewiring had happened in the kitchen when the 

large mixer stand was installed for the pizza preparation. Discussion followed about the 

availability of electric outlets in the storage room and the history of installing a much 

needed automatically emptying dehumidifier for the lower level of the Town Center 

Building.   

Craft stated that he had gotten an updated proposal to install the dehumidification unit 

for $3180.00. The Board agreed that an electrician will need to advise on the electrical 

requirements for that combined with the new refrigerator and freezer units.  White-

Fogarty asked Gunn if the grants stipulate what the funds can go towards or if they 

could be applied to both the appliances and the electrical upgrades needed to 

accommodate their placement. Gunn thought they could go towards both and shared 

that she had estimates for the appliances of $2500.00. It was noted that the current 

refrigerators do both work, however one does need a ground plug revision and that they 

could be offered on the list-serve (free, for removal). It was agreed to get Tilden in to 



size up the electrical needs. Bushey asked if there were funds in the Town Center Fund 

to pay towards initiating the electrical items and the dehumidifier set up. Craft replied 

the town typically puts $14K in the General Fund for the purpose of operating the Town 

Center Building and explained the Selectboard could, if needed, move funds from the 

General Fund to the Town Center Building.  LaBarr asked if the funds might come out of 

the Capital Project Fund. Craft and the Board thought that might be another option. 

Stone stated we should get the estimates and figure out what else would be needed to 

install the dehumidification unit as it will help with the entire building. Gunn added that 

getting the back storage room ready with shelving and the freezer would also act as 

Emergency Food (if the building was needed as an emergency shelter). 

Craft took a few moments to briefly discuss the town’s property tax due date.  This date, 

and time, is (and historically has always been) set at the annual Town Meetings by the 

voters present and voting.  The due date and time for property taxes to be paid, once 

set by the voters at meeting, becomes hard and fixed and no individual office holder, or 

board, has the power to revise it or grant a grace period.  

Craft stated that due to McKee’s decision to resign from the Selectboard that there was 

presently an unfilled seat. He added that there are two people running for the 3 year 

position, and 1 for the 2 year position. Craft stated that a resident has offered to fill the 

vacated seat until town meeting on 4/6/21 and does not want to run for either seat.  Pike 

stated she was making the offer for the short term. Craft added that the Board is 

required to appoint someone to fill the seat until the next election or hold a special 

election if it was a longer period of time until a town meeting. Stone asked Bushey for 

his input. White-Fogarty shared that she respected Pike for volunteering and agreed 

that it may level the playing field in fairness to all the candidates.  Stone moved to 

appoint Pike to fill the open Board seat until the elections determine the new members. 

Bushey seconded and both were in favor.  Pike will take the oath at the town office 

tomorrow. 

Craft and the Board discussed the Health Officer’s proposal for an annual fund to host a 

health fair. Stone noted that the interaction with VF&R at their medical info booth in 

2019 was well received and felt allocating unused funds from last year could go towards 

establishing Atwood’s goal for the first of what may become an annual Health Fair in 

town. Gunn added that other organizations may be able to assist with formatting. Stone 

noted that Blood Pressure screening and info on diabetes could aid in preventative 

health care 

Stone made a motion to adopt both the General Fund and Highway Fund budgets. 

Bushey seconded and all were in favor. 



LaBarr offered the reasons why a Delinquent Tax Collectors salary was determined by a 

penalty to not put the burden on taxpayers that pay on time.  She reminded the Board 

that the Tax Sale was being held tomorrow at 9am sharp at the TCB and 5 properties 

remained on the list. LaBarr added that she would be hosting the Sale as the Town 

Council was in quarantine.  

Meeting adjourned at 8:08pm. 


