
Vershire Selectboard minutes for 2/16/21 DRAFT 

In attendance: Vernal Stone-Chair, Marc McKee, Ken Bushey, Gene Craft-Admin. Asst., 
Alan Lyford-HW Foreman, Debra Kingsbury-Sec’y   Guests: Greg Dixson-Krebs & 
Lansing Engineers, Naomi LaBarr- Collector of Delinquent Tax, Ethel Pike, Tonya 
Gunn, Reva Seybolt, Nicole White-Fogarty, Samantha Lefebvre- VT State House Rep.     
Vernal Stone called the meeting to order at 7:03pm. Craft stated that the meeting was 
being recorded. Craft and the Board reviewed the agenda and made modifications. 

Bushey introduced Dixson to the group and explained that he’d been involved since the 
town tried to site a garage on the Durgin parcel and was now working on the parcel at 
815 VCR, and had been for about a year. He added that Dixson is doing a great job 
moving the site layout forward and interacting with ANR. The site plan was put on the 
screen for all to view and Dixson pointed out the recent updates to abide by ANR’s 
recommendations. The existing septic system was designed for the three bedroom 
house on the site and would accommodate the highway employees as well as a 1 or 2 
bedroom unit/apartment as a future option. The concrete tank does need to be updated 
due to age but that repair is grandfathered as there is an approved design in place. 
Dixson hoped to submit the storm water plan by the end of this month and would 
continue to interact with Bushey and Craft for any signatures and fees required. He 
noted that the revised site plan had reduced approximately 1000 sq ft from encroaching 
into the buffer area and that ANR seemed pleased with the efforts. The aspect of 
vegetation to offset the wetlands buffer item was also reviewed. Dixson noted that the 
engineer from Arrowwood-Michael Lew-Smith recommends more substantial trees, 
other than seedling type, be placed near the “do not cut boundary”, combined with 
boulders. McKee asked what the time frame was to cease mowing and plant trees. 
Dixson stated that it could all be done simultaneously during the construction phase. He 
added that by minimizing wetlands per Federal Statutes aids in moving the application 
forward by reducing impacts. However, there will still be fees to the town due to the 
wetlands buffer zone impact and could run about $2500.00. Dixson will work with Lew-
Smith to finalize the permit and estimate the fees and ask if any can be waived and 
added that it doesn’t look good for the state to charge towns fees when they are trying 
to enhance their community. Rep. Lefebvre offered her support to eliminate or minimize 
the impact fees. Bushey and Lyford clarified that the present garage generator could be 
moved there on a pad as well as the fuel tank set-up. A water/oil separator unit and how 
it would work and be filtered/serviced every three years was also pointed out. Bushey 
noted that storm water guidelines had been increased in 2017 and lots of gravel would 
be required. Lyford stated that using town equipment to haul materials might minimize 
that cost.  Size and depth of the stone for the driveway was discussed. Stone made the 
motion for Dixson to move forward with the permits. Bushey seconded and all were in 
favor. The Board thanked Dixson for his hard work and updates. 

LaBarr came in to update the Board that she is scheduled to conduct a Tax Sale on 
2/24/21 at 9:00 am at the Town Center Building. It will be in-person and attendees 
spaced accordingly. There are 7 properties still on the list and she added that they can 
still be paid in full prior to the sale. Stone made the motion to appoint Craft, as town 
agent, to bid on behalf of the town if no others wanted certain parcels. McKee seconded 



and all were in favor. Seybolt asked where the Tax Sale list was posted. LaBarr replied 
it was at the Town Office, both inside and out, and it was in the Journal Opinion the last 
two weeks.  

Highway Foreman report: Lyford reported that the packer truck needs the windshield 
replaced before it gets inspected and areas on the cab and rear area need some metal 
patching. The packer is only driven 80 miles every two weeks and the tires, brakes are 
all good at this time.  Lyford informed the Board that when arriving at 3:50am to go 
plowing this week that the 10 wheeler had a flat tire. Also, that a lift cylinder on the 
newest 10 wheeler is leaking and requires repair. It is beyond warranty now and will 
cost approximately $1800.  Lyford stated that a local diesel mechanic had recently done 
maintenance on the truck transmissions. He added that the roads will be posted on 
March 1st as we head towards mud-season and added that several logging operations 
are currently taking place in town. 

The Listers, Pike and Kingsbury, explained the “No suits or appeals are pending as of 
12/31/20” form that needs to be acknowledged and signed by the Board. Stone moved 
to accept and sign the required state form to close out the Grand List for 2020. McKee 
seconded and all were in favor. 

Craft and the Board reviewed “Procedures and Rules” based on recommended VLCT 
formats. They include the following: Purpose, Application, Organization, Agendas, 
Meetings, Public Participation. Craft will finalize the details and send to the Board for 
final review. 

McKee gave notice that he will step down from his Selectboard position allowing 2 
weeks for any potential candidates the opportunity to file to run for the remainder of his 
2 year seat. Stone expressed his sincere thanks for working with McKee over these 
many years and that his wit and wisdom will be missed. Stone made a motion that 
McKee accept a role on the garage committee, which McKee accepted. Bushey 
seconded and the two Board members approved. 

Stone moved that the meeting be adjourned to a date specific of 2/23/21 at 7pm. as the 
final budgets need review, the warning needs to be signed for town meeting, and pre-
town meeting information times via Zoom need to be finalized. Bushey seconded and all 
were in favor. 

Minutes for 2/2/21 were approved as amended. Stone and Bushey will go into the Town 
Office in the next two days to review and sign the orders.  

Meeting ended at 9:05pm. 


